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March 1850, on which a group of collaborators of the Proletary are now working, are published. A single quotation from Martynov's article will suffice to make his retreat clear to the reader.
"The Iskra 'admits/ " says Martynov in No. 103, "that the establishment of a provisional government is one of the possible and expedient ways of furthering the revolution, and denies the expediency of the participation of Social-Democrats in a bourgeois provisional government, precisely in the interests of a complete seizure, in the future, of the state machine fo-r a Social-Democratic revolution." In other words, the Iskra now admits the absurdity of all its fears concerning the responsibility of a revolutionary government for the exchequer and the banks, concerning the danger and impossibility of taking over the "prisons," etc. But the Iskra is only.muddling things as of old, confusing the democratic with the socialist dictatorship. This muddle is. unavoidable, di is a means to cover up -the retreat.
But among the muddleheads of the new Iskra Martynov stands out as a muddlehead of the first order, as a muddle-head of talent, if we may so express it. Confusing the- -quesh tion by his laborious! efforts) to render it "more profound," he almost invariably "arrives at" new formulations wlhich show up splendidly the entire falsity of the stand he has taken. You will remember how in the days of Economism he rendered Plekhanov "more profound" and created the formulation: "economic struggle against tlhe employers and the government." It would be difficult to find in all the literature of the Economists a more apt expression of the entire falsity of this trend. It is the Siame today. Martynov zealously serves the new Iskra and almost every time he opens his mouth he furnishes us with new and excellent material for an> evaluation of the new Iskra's false position. In No. 102 he says that Lenin "has imperceptibly'substituted the concept dictatorship for that of revolution" (p. 3, col. 2).
As a matter of fact all the accusations levelled at us by